
Public Art Advisory Committee Meeting 
March 12, 2019 
12:00 p.m. 
305 SW A Street 
2nd Floor Conference Room 

AGENDA 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Minutes from February meeting (attached) 

2. Sassy: Consider relocation 

3. Water Tower: Results of lighting test (photos attached) 

4. Memorial Park basketball courts: Vote (revised concept attached) 

NEW BUSINESS 

5. Proposals: No new proposals 

6. 2019 project ideas (project list attached) 

OTHER 

7. Other business



 
Public Art Advisory Committee Meeting 
February 12, 2019 
12:00 p.m. 
HFA Offices 

 

MINUTES 
 

Attendees: Jerris Palmer, Brittany Braithwaite, Steven Baker, Dylan Turk, Shelli Kerr, Tim 
Robinson, Danielle Semsrott, Lee Farmer, Mike Abb 

 
 Approval of January 2019 Minutes: Minutes approved. 
    
PROPOSALS 
 

Memorial Park Basketball Court Murals 
Mike Abb presented a proposal to paint murals on the four basketball courts in Memorial Park. Ignite 
students have prepared up to 40 designs with the final designs ready by the end of this month. It will 
require power washing with work anticipated to begin in April. It will take two primed coats and two to 
three coats of stain that should last three to ten years, depending on usage and water damage. The 
paint is Colortop concrete stain, the same as was used at the skate park. They are considering adding 
bleachers and signage. Ignite students will create a promotional video. The cost is estimated at $30,000 
to $45,000, about $5,000 per court plus cost of event, paid for by Runway. Project Backboard is a 501c3 
that revitalizes basketball courts and there may be an opportunity to partner. 
 
A special event could be held in May to include local basketball teams, food trucks, swag, and basketball 
giveaways. The will bring in portable bleachers for the event and will need to address power. They may 
reach out to invite participation in the event by the Hogs basketball players and the women’s team. 
 
Parks and Recreation supports the project but asks that the designs selected be considerate of the play 
lines. Parks does not support the addition of bleachers because of maintenance, but may be open to 
benches. They asked that Parks address seating. Shelli indicated the various review boards will need to 
see specific designs in order to approve. Mike will send a survey of all the designs submitted and the 
committee will vote on their favorites. Then those designs will be will be taken to the Parks Board and 
PAAC meetings in March. 
 
Tiger Poles 
Mike explained the concept of using printed vinyl to wrap the support structure of the bridge at Tiger 
and NE A Street. There are some issues with inspections conducted by the ArDOT and water leakage 
could cause failure to the vinyl. There is a need for distraction for the sewer plant. The committee has 
not received a formal proposal and did not vote on this item. 

 
 
 



PROJECT UPDATES 
 

Water Tower Lighting 
Mike is conducting a test of the GoBo units to light the water tower tomorrow from 7 - 9 p.m. Custom 
slides can be created for the unit. The school may have space to install a unit. One existing unit is 
Runway’s and they have offered to install it at The Preacher’s Son at no charge and will cover electric 
costs.  

 

OTHER 
2019 Project Ideas 
Jerris looked at projects in Oklahoma and Texas and does have someone that is interested. One project 
is a large sculpture of a person laying on his back. Another project was a sculpture of a large hand. 
 
Brittany had an artist send her a concept of “Disposable Youth.” It is a large camera made from 
disposable cameras. The public can use the disposable cameras and a projector shows the images taken 
from them. This would be a temporary display at an indoor location in the amount of $3,000. 
 
Tim suggested that we start to move away from sculpture and look at other mediums. One idea is a 
piece that uses water and light. Another is an opportunity to partner with the county for a mural on a 
wall of the new courthouse. 
 
Steven suggested interactive swings. The committee has considered this concept in the past with cost 
being the roadblock.  
 
Sassy 

 Staff has received another complaint about Sassy. Brittany suggested that the committee determine if 
that is the best location for the piece. A trail may be a better fit. Coler has been discussed as an option 
for relocation, however, that is currently private property. The committee did not take any action. 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

   
   

  
  

 



PUBLIC ART PROPOSAL 

All applications submitted for consideration to the Bentonville 
Public Art Advisory Committee must include this application form and the supporting material 
requested below. Materials can be submitted electronically (MS-Word or PDF format) or in paper 
format to Shelli Kerr at skerr@bentonvillear.com. 

ARTIST INFORMATION 

Name  

Address 

Mike Abb & IGNITE students 

City, State, Zip Bentonville, AR 72712  

Telephone 

Email  

ARTWORK INFORMATION 

Title  Project Backboard 

Location Memorial Park  
Size  4 Full Size Basketball Courts 

Medium Paint 
Life expectancy 5-10 years

Cost estimate    $30,000 
Funding source
Combination (Runway NWA, Walton Family Foundation) 
Method of fabrication & installation 
Paint  
Special requirements (i.e. water, electricity) 
Power wash courts prior  
Timeline for design, fabrication and installation 
Feb-May (attached proposal doc)  
Ongoing maintenance requirements 
None 

Narrative (describe the inspiration for the artwork and how it contributes to the visitor’s 
experience) 
Redesign the Memorial Park basketball courts to give them a unique identity and speak to the creativity of 
Bentonville. 

SUPPORT MATERIALS 

○ Illustration of proposed work
Provide at least one sketch,
drawing or digital illustration
of the proposed work. Proposal
illustrations should accurately
and clearly describe the
proposed work.

○ Artist portfolio
Provide at least three (3)
images of previous artwork.
These may be imbedded into a
Word or PDF document and
must include a title, date,
media and description of each
image.

○ Artist resume/CV
Provide an artist resume/CV
and include artist website or
links to web resources, if
available.

mailto:skerr@bentonvillear.com


Memorial Park Basketball Court Design Concept 

The concept is to select four designs (one for each court), to represent each of the following decades: 
1960’s, 1970’s, 1980’s and 1990’s. These are the designs currently under consideration. 

1960’s 

 
 

 
 

1970’s 
 

 

 

 
 

 

1980’s 

 
 
 

 

1990’s 
 

 

 

 



Master Project Idea List

2019 Ideas

Ref. # Idea Medium
Suggested 

by

2019-01
David Phelps, price range between $25,00 to 

$250,000
Bronze sculpture Jerris

2019-02 Sculpture Jerris

2019-03

"Disposable Youth" - Large camera made from 

disposable cameras. Possibly in conjunction 

with film festival. A temporary display at an 

indoor location. $3,000.

Brittany

2019-04
Water and light - maybe an interactive 

fountain.
Tim

2019-05

Mural opportunity on the side of the new 

courthouse. Possible partnership between city 

and county.

Tim

2019-06 Musical swingsets as a temporary piece sculpture
Steven/ 

Chad

Images



Previous Ideas

1

Create an event, possibly in conjunction with 

the June Art Fest and First Friday, along the 

lines of the mural program in Ft. Smith.

Murals Tom

2 Wall Therapy – public murals Murals Tom

3 Wall on the trail by the water plant Murals Becky

4 Stools in any park sculpture Becky

5 Relief sculpture sculpture Becky

6 Sculpture Park sculpture Jerris

7 Playground sculpture – Tom Otterness sculpture Jerris

8 Nature-based sculpture park sculpture

9 Interactive – South Bentonville Trail sculpture

10 Fun with friends – align with local events mixed Chad

11 Large picture frame Kalene

12 Traveling art installations Becky

13 ArtPrize – art competition Tom

14 Invite a master artist to commission a project. Napoleon

15 Consider partnership with Artansas. 
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