[image: ]Public Art Advisory Committee Meeting
April 11, 2023
12:00 p.m.
Council Chambers, 305 SW A Street 
Contact skerr@bentonvillear.com to request participation via Zoom. 

AGENDA


	Members
	Ex Officio
	Staff

	1 Steven Baker ✓
2 Grant Cottrell X
3 Chad Nicholson ✓
4 Kate Schaffer, Vice Chairperson ✓
5 Brittany Vernon X 
6 Clint Schaff ✓
7 Tom Hoehn, Chairperson ✓
	Beckie Seba, City Council  ✓
Kalene Griffith, Visit Bentonville  ✓*
Alison Natioa, Visit Bentonville ✓*
Elizabeth Miller, OzArt ✓*
Cynthi Post-Hunt, Crystal 	Bridges/The Momentary ✓
	Shelli Kerr, Comprehensive Planning Manager ✓
Josh Stacey, Recreation Services Manager X
David Wright, Parks and Recreation Director X


	 

1. Call meeting to order. Tom called the meeting to order at 12:01 pm.
2. Approve minutes – March 14. 
Clint made a motion to approve the January 10 minutes, Steven seconded. All in favor; motion passed 5-0. 
PROPOSALS
3. Sesquicentennial Art Installation Selection.
Overall Impressions of Submittals: 
· Liked the variety of mediums. 
· The open-endedness of the RFP could have been an issue. 
· May need to revisit the RFP – be more specific on medium.
· Need a better framework in the RFP – this may have been too big of an ask and needed more details. 
· Like the ones with Bentonville history. 
· Looking for a different level of community engagement that we didn’t receive. 
· Disappointed in the lack of community engagement. 
· Good muralists, but thinking more of a sculpture for permanence. Starting to run out of walls for murals.
· Wasn’t one submittal that jumped out.
Each committee member completed an evaluation form. Below are the top four scores with committee comments.
1. Erin Ashcraft, 150 Years of Bentonville (mural)
· Artist has quite a bit of work in the area
· Mural might not have the significance or impact desires.
· Running out of locations/walls for murals.

2. Gina Gallina, Cozy Apple (crochet)
· Affordable.
· Unique from other public art installations.
· Size allows it to be mobile.
· Should be displayed outside for a short time and bring inside.
· Wherever displayed, requires a description of why the apple is being used and what it represents.
· Artist has an incredible social media following which would be good for promotions.

3. Dan Perry, Bentonville Blossoms (sculpture)
· Lacks public engagement
· Might be better for a roundabout installation.

4. Justin Deister, Seeds of the Future (sculpture)
· Most closely meets the intent of the RFP and project.
· Open to community engagement
· Long-lasting outdoor sculpture.

Steven made a motion to approve Cozy Apple by Gina Gallina pending a discussion with the artist about indoor/outdoor options and asking about getting a second apple. Chad seconded. All in favor; motion passed 5-0. 
Steve made a motion to approve Seeds of the Future by Justin Deister for the primary installation pending a discussion with the artist to finalize the public engagement and working with parks to determine a location. Kate seconded. All in favor; motion passed 5-0.
The committee requested this be placed on the agenda for the first meeting in May due to the tight time schedule.
PLANNED PROJECTS
4. Upper Cut Installation and Promotion. Shelli will reach out to Josh and get an update on installation.  
5. First Friday Booth Planning. Committee agreed it is important to have a booth at this event where the theme is “art.” They will have the map again, maybe have a poster of the Bentonville Sculpture and people can sign it. Consider a sign that encourages people to take photos in front of public art and tag the city for a prize. 
6. 2023-2024 Project Selection/Budgeting. The committee agreed to focus on the roundabouts. They agree that Dan Perry’s Bentonville Blossoms and Timothy Jorgensen’s Growth from the 150 RFO might be appropriate for the roundabouts. The committee would also like to see the submittals for the Bentonville Lettering and the Cricket RFPs. The focus of the next meeting will be start working on a plan for the roundabouts and to begin establishing a budget.
PROJECT UPDATES 
7. Corner at Park Springs Park. Still waiting on an installation date. If something has not be determined by the next meeting, the committee will need to decide if they want to go another direction on this display site. Elizabeth has connection with an artist that does temporary leases.
8. Upper Cut Installation and Promotion. Josh presented the mock-up of the artwork that the artist sent. Josh indicated the Parks and Recreation Department are tentatively planning a May 13 grand opening for Creekside Park and hope to have the unveiling of Upper Cut be part of that event. He should be able to confirm by the next PAAC meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS
9. May Meeting Agenda. 
· Develop plan for roundabout installations.
· Decide on Corner at Parks Springs display site.							
10. Roundtable Discussion. 
· Kate asked if the city had ever considered started a fund for people to donate to Bentonville public art. Shelli said she would look into similar programs established by the Parks and Recreation Department.
· The plant materials for The Almost Forgotten Osage Prairie have been ordered and will be installed when they arrive. Amy Newman with the Parks and Recreation Department indicated they will be planting blazing star to symbolize the art piece and prairie meadow species that is better adapted to the site’s environmental characteristics.
11. Adjournment
Chad made a motion to adjourn; Kate seconded. All in favor; motion passed, 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 12:59 p.m.	
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