
Public Art Advisory Committee Meeting 
June 24, 2025 
12:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers, 305 SW A Street  
Contact skerr@bentonvillear.com to request participation via Zoom.  

AGENDA 
 

 

Members Ex Officio Staff 
1 Elizabeth Miller 
2 Allan Paulose 
3 Chad Nicholson, Chairperson 
4 Kate Schaffer 
5 Anne Jackson, Vice Chairperson 
6 Clint Schaff 
7 Tom Hoehn 

Beckie Seba, City Council 
Kalene Griffith, Visit Bentonville 
Alison Nation, Visit Bentonville 
Cynthia Post Hunt, Crystal Bridges/The Momentary 
Melisa Durkee, OZ Art 

Shelli Kerr, Comprehensive Planning Manager 
Josh Stacey, Deputy Director of Parks 

 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Approval of Minutes * – May 27, 2025 

PROPOSALS - None received 

OLD BUSINESS 
3. Water Tower Rd Roundabout 
4. The PAAC Race   
5. Bus Shelter Grant /Storm Wood Repurpose  
6. Program Recommendations: Curatorial theme, limit the number of pieces per artist, outreach to 

local artists, maintenance considerations in selections, complaint policy 

NEW BUSINESS – No new business 

PROJECT UPDATES 
7. Proposals  

• Thaden School Urban Studies Library Mural  
• Trout Crosswalk Mural 

8. Installations 
• J and John DeShields Roundabout 
• Fish of Bentonville 

9. Maintenance  
• PAC Man  
• Upper Cut 
• Little Library Repair 
• Monarch and Dandelion 

OTHER BUSINESS 

ADJOURNMENT           
            *Attachment 
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Public Art Advisory Committee Meeting 
May 27, 2025 
12:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers, 305 SW A Street  
Contact skerr@bentonvillear.com to request participation via Zoom.  

MINUTES 
 

 

Member Attendance Ex Officio Attendance 
1  Elizabeth Miller  
2  Allan Paulose 
3  Chad Nicholson, Chairperson 
4  Kate Schaffer 
5  Anne Jackson, Vice Chairperson 
6  Clint Schaff 
7  Tom Hoehn 

In person 
In person 
In person 
In person 
In person 
In person 
In person 

Beckie Seba, City Council  
Kalene Griffith, Visit Bentonville  
Alison Nation, Visit Bentonville  
Cynthia Post Hunt, Crystal Bridges/The Momentary 
Melisa Durkee, OZ Art  
 

Staff 
Shelli Kerr, Comprehensive Planning Manager 
Josh Stacey, Deputy Director of Parks 

Absent 
Absent 
Absent 
In person 
In person 
 

 
In person 
In person 

 

  

Guests: Paige Dirksen, Rachel Olzer, Tara Clark, Sam Slatton, several students from Thaden    
 

 
CALL TO ORDER Chairperson Nicholson called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm.   

ADMINISTRATIVE  
1. Approval of Minutes – April 22, 2025 

Clint made a motion to approve the minutes for April 22, 2025. Tom seconded. All in favor, motion 
passed 5-0 (Allan and Anne had not yet arrived). 

2. Financial Report  
• Inventory management software has been purchased and partially integrated. 
• FEMA funding has been secured for the repair of the Butterfly and Dandelion sculptures. 
• No vote was required for financial updates. 

Kate made a motion to add an agenda item to discuss “All Biker(s) Welcome” under Old Business. Clint 
seconded. All in favor, motion passed 5-0 (Allan and Anne had not yet arrived). 

PROPOSALS 
3. Thaden School Urban Studies Library Mural 

Presentation by Urban Studies Students. The project aims to improve pedestrian safety and engagement 
through tactical urbanism—a low-cost, community-driven method to influence public spaces. The 
location is the Downtown Trail near the Bentonville Public Library and Tiger Retail area. Goals are to 
enhance pedestrian and biker safety, increase community engagement and provide an educational and 
inspiring public art piece led by students. The design is a colorful ground mural near the library using 
shapes and colors from the library's brand. It also includes moveable planters for traffic calming, 
inspired by Lawrence Plaza's planter model. The project highlights inclusivity, curiosity, and civic 
engagement. The library has endorsed the design and granted use of their logo. City departments 
(Planning, Streets, and Fire) were consulted to ensure safety and access for emergency vehicles. Local 
flower shop (Matkins) will donate flowers for the planters. Paint will be Sherwin-Williams concrete stain, 
as recommended by a tactical urbanism guide. Multiple coats will be applied for weather resistance. 
Planter maintenance discussed, with potential involvement from local Master Gardeners. Students 
propose using the adjacent electrical box to include a sign explaining the project. 
Elizabeth made a motion to approve the proposed artwork. Kate seconded. All in favor, motion passed 7-
0.  

3. Trout Crosswalk Mural  
A group of students from Thaden’s Urban Studies Class presented their proposal for a mural and 
pedestrian safety improvements at a problematic area on Second Street in Bentonville, between Onyx 
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and Yoga Story, across from Flying Fish. Originating from an urban studies class, the project involved 
fieldwork, where they identified confusion and safety issues for pedestrians in the area. Their solution 
includes a crosswalk mural featuring trout (inspired by Arkansas’ fishing culture and nearby Flying Fish), 
improved pedestrian markings 
They consulted the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) for compliance, worked with 
local businesses, and engaged a muralist to help with the design. Officials discussed the practicality of 
materials, maintenance, and design details. The proposal was well-received and approved, pending 
further reviews from the city’s Traffic Safety and Signage Committee and City Council. 
Anne made a motion to approve the proposed artwork, pending approval by the Traffic Safety and 
Signage Committee. Tom seconded. All in favor, motion passed 7-0.  

OLD BUSINESS 
4. ADDED – All Biker(s) Welcome 

The mural was previously approved. However, upon inspecting the completed artwork in response to a 
complaint received by the city, the city determined that minor design changes were in breach of the 
contract with the artist. 
Committee members broadly supported the mural as executed, stating the changes were not material 
and did not alter the original intent. They expressed frustration with the lack of communication from the 
city, procedural issues, and the potential impact for future artists. Several members called for a fairer, 
more transparent process going forward and emphasized the importance of not making assumptions 
about artistic intent. 
Tom made a motion to allow public comments. Clint seconded. All in favor, motion passed 7-0.  
Paige Dirksen, the artist, and Rachel Olzer a representative of All Bikes Welcome spoke in support of the 
artwork as-is.  
Tom made a motion that the PAAC finds the artwork, All Bikers Welcome, as installed aligns with the 
intent of the original proposal as approved by the PAAC, to share this motion with City Council, request 
City Council adhere to complaint procedures already established, and to accept the artwork as 
delivered. Kate seconded. All in favor, motion passed 7-0.  

5. The PAAC Race   
Alan provided an update to the Public Art Advisory Committee regarding efforts to collaborate with 
stakeholders on a public art engagement initiative. The conversation centered on potentially partnering 
with Downtown Bentonville Inc. (DBI) for an event modeled after DBI’s past "Celtic Crawl," this time 
focusing on public art. The committee agreed to support Alan’s collaboration with DBI for the 2025 Art 
Crawl, viewing it as a trial run to inform a potential larger-scale event in 2026. A formal motion was 
passed to that effect. 
Anne made a motion to support Alan and the Art Crawl with DBI and test this year with support and move 
forward next year in a larger capacity. Tom seconded. All in favor, motion passed 6-0. (Elizabeth had left 
the meeting before the vote.) 

Due to time limitations, the committee agreed to end the meeting. 
• Chad made an announcement that he will be resigning at the following meeting ahead of a change in 

residency.    
Kate made a motion to table the rest of the agenda. Tom seconded. All in favor, motion passed 6-0. 

ADJOURNMENT Alan made a motion to adjourn. Anne seconded. All in favor, motion passed 6-0. 
Meeting adjourned at 1:28 pm.   



Revising the Public Art Complaint Policy 
 
Recommendation is to delete the current policy and replace with the detailed policy on the 

next page.  
 
Adopted Policy: 
 
  Complaints. If the City receives signed, written complaints from ten (10) or more 

citizens of Bentonville about a work of art on display, then the City shall notify the 
artist about the complaint and allow the artist an opportunity to immediately withdraw 
the work. Should the artist choose not to withdraw the work, the  City shall hold a 
meeting between the artist and complainants during which they will be given an 
opportunity to address the appropriateness of the display of the work of art. After the 
meeting, if the issue is still unresolved, the City Council shall make the final decision 
on whether the work of art shall be removed, relocated, relabeled, or otherwise 
modified giving due regard and consideration to the artists freedom of expression and 
due process under the First and Fourteenth Amendments in accordance with the forum 
in which that artwork is displayed. 

 
  



Public Art Grievance Policy 
 
(a) Purpose 

This policy establishes a clear process for community members to raise formal concerns 
regarding public artworks displayed within the City of Bentonville. The goal is to balance 
freedom of artistic expression with public accountability and transparency in civic spaces. 

 
(b) Eligibility for Grievance Submission 

Any member of the public may participate in a grievance process regarding any artwork 
located on city property. Grievances must be based on concerns related to: 
• Cultural sensitivity or appropriateness 
• Safety or physical condition of the artwork 
• Accuracy or representation of subject matter 
• Non-compliance with City policies or procedures 

 
(c) Submission Requirements 

A grievance will only be considered valid when all of the following conditions are met: 
• A minimum of ten (10) unique, written complaints are submitted to the City’s Planning 

Department through the city’s official complaint form. 
• Each complaint must be signed (physically or digitally), dated, and include the 

complainant’s name, contact information, specific concerns about the artwork, and 
complainants signature. 

• Such complaints must be received within three-months of the date the art was officially 
accepted by the city.  
 

(d) Artist Notification 
Upon receipt of ten qualifying complaints, the Planning Department will: 

• Acknowledge receipt to each complainant within 10 business days. 
• Notify the Artist of the complaint. The artist will have 10 days to provide a 

response, if they wish to do so. 
  

(e) Public Art Advisory Committee Review 
After the 10-day artist response time, the matter will be placed on the agenda for the next 
regular meeting of the Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC). During the meeting: 
 

• The Planning Department will present a report summarizing the concerns and the 
context of the artwork, including background, artist intent, and prior public input. 

• Complainants and members of the public may be invited to offer public comment. 
• The artist or their representative may also be invited to provide context or response. 



• The PAAC will discuss the grievance and may make a non-binding 
recommendation to the City Council. 

(f) City Council Review and Final Decision 
The grievance and PAAC recommendation will be submitted to the City Council for 
consideration at a scheduled public meeting. 
• The City Council will deliberate and may choose to: 

o Retain the artwork as-is 
o Modify the artwork (if feasible and agreed to by the artist) 
o Remove or relocate the artwork 
o Take other action deemed appropriate 

• The City Council’s decision shall be final and binding. 
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