
Bentonville Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board Meeting 

Monday, June 1, 2026 
5:00 p.m.  

Parks Operations Complex 
401 NE Moberly Drive  

 

Agenda

Old Business 

 
 
 

New Business 

 
1. Tour Parks Operations Complex 

 

Other Business 

Attachments 
 
PRAB Minutes – May 2026
2026 Capital Improvement Worksheet – June 2026 



 
 
 
 

Bentonville Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 

May 4, 2026 

                                   Meeting Date:  May 4, 2026 
                Meeting Called to Order:  5:03 p.m.  
                        Meeting Adjourned:  5:47 p.m.  
                            Meeting Location:  Adult Recreation Center   
                        Members Attending:  Allyson de la Houssaye,  Austin Bryan, Brady Blake,  Brooke Spenser, Chris Sooter, Jon Terlouw,  

    Ty Hoffine 
    Board Members Not Attending:   Kristin Kuhlow, Ryan Hollingsworth, Tacuma Williams 
              Staff Members Attending:   Creek Wenger, David Wright, Greg Hughes, Josh Stacey, Tracy Acosta, Wade Tomlinson 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Old Business 
Approval of April 6, 2026, Meeting Minutes  

Motion to Approve: Brooke Spenser 
                    Second: Austin Bryan  
             Voted in Favor:  All 

         Voted Opposed:  All 
          Noted:   Taucuma Williams attended last meeting 

New Business 
 

Public Art Approval – Adult Recreation Center Art Pieces   
Josh Stacey shared several public art pieces from Oz Art that are currently under consideration for 
placement in the Adult Recreation Center.  The art pieces are created by Arkansas artists and reflect 
natural and community-inspired themes. Josh noted that incorporating locally sourced artwork 
supports regional artists while strengthening community connections to public spaces. A motion was 
made to approve the public art pieces as presented.   
Motion to Approve: Brooke Spenser 

                     Second: Ty Hoffine 
             Voted in Favor:  All 

         Voted Opposed:  All 
         

ARC – Soft Opening Review + Grand Opening Plans 
We hosted a soft opening for the Adult Recreation Center on April 30, 2026.  This was limited to 
premier members to evaluate operations, manage capacity, and identify issues ahead of full public 
opening. The soft opening was successful and provided valuable insight into access control, parking 
flow, and overall member experience, with adjustments being made as needed. 

 
It was noted that the lower level of the parking deck will be reserved for ARC members during 
primary weekday and Saturday morning operating hours, with membership required for access. 
Updates to the layout are also underway to improve efficiency and ADA accessibility. 

 
Staff emphasized that the phased opening approach is intended to ensure a smooth transition into full 
operations and a high-quality user experience.  Staff are evaluating the potential for adjustments to 
hours of operation. Any proposed changes will be based on further data analysis and operational 
review. 
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Minutes 

Parks and Recreation Organizational Structure  
David Wright provided an overview and updated the board on the Parks and Recreation Department 
organizational structure, driven by ongoing growth, increased capital projects, and expanded 
operational needs. 
 
David noted that the department is currently managing multiple large-scale capital improvement 
projects while continuing to support daily operations, which has created capacity issues and bandwidth 
challenges. In response, the department has pursued a strategic reorganization and grant request to 
support several key positions aimed at strengthening long-term operations. 

 
Additional positions include Marketing and Communications Manager and Marketing Specialist-
Graphic Design.  This will improve internal communication, marketing efficiency, and revenue 
generation through sponsorship opportunities.  It will allow us to produce in-house processes and not 
depend on external vendors for graphic design and the need for more responsive, in-house capabilities.   

 
We proposed a new position, a Planning and Construction Manager which our current staff member, 
Wade Tomlinson, will step into.  This will provide increased oversight of capital projects, including 
more consistent on-site construction monitoring and quality control. A Bike and Pedestrian Planner 
and Project Manager positions were also created.   

 
A Business Manager position has already been filled and will support financial tracking, grant 
reporting, and administrative functions associated with the department’s expanding operations. 

 
Several of these positions may be initially funded through external support, with the intent of 
transitioning them into the department’s operating budget over time. The overall goal of the 
restructuring effort is to better align staffing with the city’s growth, improve efficiency, and support 
the increasing scale and complexity of Parks and Recreation services. 

Parks and Recreation – 10 Year Master Plan Project 
David Wright provided an update on the upcoming 10-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan process.  
The project will include a comprehensive review of existing community plans, a community needs 
assessment, and extensive public and stakeholder input at the beginning of the process. 

David also noted that the planning effort will evaluate current assets, identify gaps in service, and 
develop long-term priorities to guide future park development and improvements. The process is 
expected to include broad community engagement and data collection to ensure the plan reflects 
community needs and growth. 

Board members discussed the importance of reviewing progress on previous plans as part of the 
process and ensuring alignment with ongoing projects and future development. The master plan will 
serve as a key tool for guiding decision-making and prioritizing investments over the next ten years.   

 Other Business  
June PRAB Meeting – Monday, June 1, 2026 

David Wright confirmed a full recap of the recent half marathon event, including finalized attendance 
and financials, is still in progress and will be shared once complete.  
 
Brief updates were shared on the newly renovated Parks Operations Complex including anticipated 
timelines for a certificate of occupancy and upcoming opportunities for board and City Council 
walkthroughs. The facility naming was confirmed as the Parks Operations Complex. The next PRAB 
meeting will be a tour of the Parks Operations Complex.  

 














