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Attendees: Cynthia Cochran, Aaron Jones, Kimberly Seay, Megan Bolinder, Nathan Pollet, Octavio Sanchez, Teresa 
Stafford, Chuck Pribbernow, Hadi Dudley, and Vira Kousol.  The group met via Zoom videoconferencing due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Call to Order & Roll Call 
Hadi Dudley, Library Director, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 
 
Approval of July 1, 2020 Minutes 
The group reviewed the minutes from July 1, 2020 meeting. Kimberly Seay moved, Cynthia Cochran seconded, to 
approve the minutes as presented. The July 1, 2020 board minutes were approved as presented.  
 
Agenda Items 

1. Hadi gave the Library Report. 
a. Hadi gave updates on COVID-19 operations.   

i. We are now accepting book donations on the front porch. 
ii. Read it Again Books store is now open in the fireplace room. 

iii. The Library removed our magazines from in-library browsing area and for checking out. 
There’s a new report out from REALM, called Reopening Archives, Libraries and 
Museums. The new report contains studies that certain items such as cellulose based 
materials hold the virus longer.  
REALM Project: Reopening Archives, Libraries and Museum by OCLC, IMLS & Battelle- 
https://www.webjunction.org/explore-topics/COVID-19-research-project.html 

1. We have Flipster digital magazines online which patrons can use, and also 
through Flipster, the Consumer Reports magazine is now available. 

2. Hadi discussed the Overdrive budget, consortium and new Advantage account, 
along with Sora app for Bentonville Schools. 

b. Personnel updates: 
i. We hired four (4) Part-Time Clerks and they are in-training. 

ii. We also have two (2) Full-Time positions. 
1. When promoting internal candidates, additional positions may open to “back-fill” 

in the next few weeks. 
2. We filled the Teen Services Librarian with an announcement forthcoming; staff 

will begin mid-August. 
3. The offer is pending for Full-Time Specialist; staff expected to begin mid-August. 

c. FY2021 Budget preparation is underway. 
i. Expectations for O&M and Capital budgeting to down -5% from beginning FY2020. 

1. As a reminder this year, we are holding off on Capital purchases and freezing 
approximately 10% of the library’s O&M.  

d. Update on future library planning / needs assessment: 
i. The Committee ranked eight (8) qualified firms’ proposals. 

ii. MSR Design was selected and ranked the highest. 
iii. Currently negotiating with firm to align its proposal with the City’s agreement. 
iv. The plan is to take to agreement to City Council for approval late August or early 

September. 
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1. The grant application was submitted to the Walton Family Foundation.  This was 
accomplished in collaboration with the Bentonville Library Foundation.  

v. We are looking to begin in September with a winter timeframe to complete the study. 
e. Hadi mentioned the new Bentonville Together campaign, a city initiative that focuses on Diversity, 

Equity and Inclusion.  City staff will participate in listening sessions and a community task force 
will be formed to host public listening sessions.   

f. 211 Café hours of operation are changing to be open and closing earlier (M-Thurs, 9AM-4PM & F-
Sa, 9AM-2PM). 

2. Friends of the Bentonville Library Report. 
a. Hadi provided the Friends report mentioning the group’s volunteer work, sorting and organizing 

backroom and preparing to accept book donations and open the bookstore in the Fireplace area.  
3. Teresa gave the Bentonville Library Foundation Report. 

a. YTD donations totaled 188 gifts from 90 donors for a total of $63,974.62. 
i. This is 3X higher than this time last year (232% increase). 

ii. We are 58% to goal for 2020. 
b. Naming gift/pledge received for the McGaugh Family Literacy Area (Max and Charlene McGaugh 

(children are Jamey and Jodi)) 
i. Area being named is the existing Sunroom. 

ii. Signage will be going up soon to match all of the other signage in the library. 
iii. Dedication of space will be planned for later this year. 

c. Bentonville Library Foundation has launched a new website developed in collaboration with two 
Ignite students – www.bentonvillelibraryfoundation.org.  

d. The next Foundation board meeting is scheduled for September 14th. The Executive Board 
continues to meet as necessary between full board meetings. 
 

The Library Advisory Board will meet September 2, 2020 at 1 p.m. through Zoom videoconferencing. 
 
Adjournment 
The Library Advisory Board adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 
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