
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bentonville Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board Meeting 

Monday, February 27, 2017 – 5pm 
Downtown Activity Center – 215 SW A Street 

 
Agenda 

 
 
Old Business 
 
1. Approval of Minutes from January Meeting 

 
 
New Business 

 
1. Train Station Park – Public Art Installation Approval 

 
2. Lake Bentonville Improvements  

 
3. Parks and Recreation Ordinance Review 

 
4. Citizens Park Playground Concept Drawings Presentation 

 
 
 
Other Business 
 
 
 
 
 Attachments: 
 
January 2016 PRAB Minutes 
Capital Improvement Worksheet – February 2017 
PAAC Application – BPL Story Walk 
Current Parks and Recreation Ordinances 
Suggested Parks and Recreation Ordinances revisions 



Bentonville Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board Meeting 

February 27, 2017 
 
The Bentonville Parks and Recreation Advisory Board met January 23, 2017 at the Downtown 
Activity Center.  
 
 
Present were members Holly Hook, Michelle Malashock, Courtney Schaffer, Craig Gilbert, 
Mike Power, Jon Terlouw, Shara Fisher, Amy Davis and Tom Butrynski.  David Wright, Lee 
Farmer, Angel Stuler and Crant Osborne were present for the staff. Guests included Jeremy 
Brown and Fred Bonci of LaQuatra Bonci Associates, Inc. 
 
Meeting began at U5:02PM 
 
Old Business 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from December meeting  
• Motion to approve by Butrynski 
• Hook seconded the motion 
• Approved 8-0 

 
 
New Business 

 
1. . Introduction of new Members – Michelle Malashock and Craig Gilbert 

• Wright recognized both Malashock and Gilbert as the new 2017 PRAB members. 
Both Malashock and Gilbert gave a brief introduction of themselves.  

 
 

2. Election of Officers  
• Both Fisher and Power nominated Terlow for PRAB Chairman. PRAB approved 

Terlow for Chairman 9-0.  
 
 
 

3.  30% Progress Presentation of Master Plan 
• Jeremy Brown and Fred Bonci of LaQuatra Bonci Associates gave a presentation 

of their work so far for the new Bentonville Parks and Recreation 10 Year Master 
Plan. They’re about 30% into the plan. Bonci and Brown told PRAB after visiting 
with multiple groups and gathering public input, the 3 most important items from 
the public included:  
1. Trails Connectivity  
2. Public Amenities – West of Walton 
3. Neighborhood Parks 
Brown and Bonci included a presentation with their design and ideas thus far. 
Seamless connectivity (trails and parks) is an important factor in the design. Other 
items included in the design are: conservation (natural topography), mapped 
watersheds (building on natural systems), loop trail (continuous trail connectivity 
– including through existing parks and other proposed areas), possible 



destinations for parks, branding, specific recommendations for public parks/green 
spaces in new developments, all inclusive center (tweaking site plan area of 
current recreation center), indoor sports complex, and neighborhood parks. Hook 
asked about the progression over the next 10 years. Bochi said Parks and 
Recreation will prioritize, but will need to be opportunistic.  

 
 
Other Business 

• Wright updated PRAB on the current projects. Wright said the Melvin Ford 
Aquatic Center updates are currently under construction and the contract states 
they will be done by April 1P

st
P. Wright told PRAB the 2016-2017 ice rink season 

was the best season we’ve ever had. When asked about the Bella Vista Dam, 
Wright told PRAB we are proceeding. Every community is different, we will do 
what’s best for the community. 

 
Meeting adjourned at BCC at U6:13 PM 



Project Budget Status

2016 - Parks and Recreation Master Plan $200,000 In Progress - Anticipated Adoption Summer 2017

2016 - Razorback Greenway Wayfinding Signage $45,000 Project Complete

2016 - Citizens Park Trail $358,000 Final submissions of specs at AHTD

2016 - Phillips Park Restrooms $53,000

2016 - Phillips Park Scorebooths

2016 - Razorback Greenway Fitness Station $68,000 Project Complete

Melvin Ford Aquatic Center Renovations $505,000 Project in process - 30% complete

Citizens Park Pavilion / Parking Lot $400,000 Design Contract at City Council - February 28

Citizens Park Amphitheater $20,000 Design Contract at City Council - February 28

Citizens Park Inclusive Playground First Review Complete - Designer making revisions

Slaughter Pen Restrooms $67,000 Building Ordered - Expect Install May 2017

North Bentonville Trail - Creek Stabalazation $115,000

FY 2017 Projects

FY - 2016 Rollover Projects



Razorback Greenway ReRoute - Design and ROW $440,000 ALTA hired to create design and oversee ROW acquisition

Razorback Greenway ReRoute - Construction TBD Construction Project - $500,000 Grant from AHTD

McCulloum Street Sidepath Trail $600,000

Memorial Park BB / SB Fencing Project $75,000

Memorial Soccer Field Renovations $55,000

Memorial - Soccer Recycle Containers $16,000 Equipment Ordered

Memorial - Tennis Court Resurface $20,000

Orchards Park - Stone Work $16,000

City Website Update $65,000 City Council Approval - March 28

Public Art - Razorback Greenway Bike Towers $24,000 Project Underway - 20% Complete

Trail Amenities - Signage Bids due March 3

North Walton Trail - Harps to Stonehenge Project underway - 5% Complete - expected completion October

Lake Bella Vista - Parking Lot Improvements 250,000 Grant Property Transfer in process

Razorback Greenway - Downtown Realignment Project underway - 60% Complete - expect completion April 1

3rd Street - 8th Street Trail Project in design - expect to bid in April

Grant Funded Projects - Not necessarily administered by BPR



Lake Bentonville Improvements Project Design in approval stages
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PUBLIC ART PROPOSAL 
 
All applications submitted for consideration to the Bentonville Public Art 
Advisory Committee must include this application form and the supporting material requested below. Materials 
can be submitted electronically (MS-Word or PDF format) or in paper format to Shelli Kerr at 
skerr@bentonvillear.com. 
 
ARTIST INFORMATION  

Name  Hadi Dudley, Bentonville Library (project coordinator) 

Address 405 S Main Street 

City, State, Zip Bentonville, AR 72712 

Telephone 479-271-3194 

Email  hdudley@bentonvillear.com 
 
ARTWORK INFORMATION 

Title  StoryWalk® - Celebrating Literature & Art in the Park 

Location Train Station Park at 402 South Main Street 

Size  22”l x 16”w 28”h (approx.) for 18 units 

Medium Literature & art displays of wood, hardware, other materials  

Life expectancy 20+ years 

Cost estimate TBD: final materials/design will determine cost 

Funding source  
Privately sourced through donations/sponsorships, minimal library funds 

Method of fabrication & installation 
Several display pedestals constructed from quality material; install in-ground 

Special requirements (i.e. water, electricity) 
None 

Timeline for design, fabrication and installation 
Design & fabrication in March-April 2017, with installation by April 24, 2017 

Ongoing maintenance requirements 
Minimal interference with grounds maintenance; routine inspection for damage; repair or replace if necessary. 

Narrative (describe the inspiration for the artwork and how it contributes to the visitor’s experience) 
Bentonville Public Library (BPL) proposes to install a StoryWalk® in Train Station Park at 402 South Main Street.  
This engaging installation is a lovely way for park visitors of all ages to enjoy reading while outdoors!  Our 
proposal is modeled from the StoryWalk® Project that was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT and 
developed in collaboration with the Kellogg Hubbard Library.  We believe the project is a perfect fit for our 
intended location, and is directly in-line with Bentonville Library’s mission to engage our community, 
encourage discovery and promote literacy by offering lifelong learning opportunities.  
 
The StoryWalk® project consists of laminated pages from a children's picture book that are affixed to pedestals 
installed along an outdoor path.  Children’s books will be selected with our family-oriented community in 
mind; BPL plans to rotate book content two times per year.  We are developing our project in collaboration 

mailto:skerr@bentonvillear.com
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with the Scott Family Amazeum to facilitate sharing books and coordinate a successful StoryWalk® for library 
and museum visitors.   
 
Our permanent pedestals will be created with quality, maintenance and location in mind.  Eighteen (18) 
pedestals for BPL’s StoryWalk® project will be designed, built and installed in-ground at Train Station Park.  A 
progressive configuration will reveal the story, fostering exploration and discovery in a natural setting.  The 
cost of all materials will be determined after consulting partner organizations and potential sponsors; the 
library’s operating budget will absorb minimal StoryWalk® expenses. One of the panels will include appropriate 
credits and acknowledgements about the StoryWalk® project.   
 
Train Station Park is directly across Main Street from the library and is owned by the Bentonville Library 
Foundation.  The Executive Committee of the foundation’s Board of Directors approves and supports the 
StoryWalk® project.  The property is maintained by the City of Bentonville’s Parks and Recreation Department.  
BPL staff will work with the Parks & Rec team to ensure appropriate materials and installation plans for the 
StoryWalk® will meet ongoing maintenance requirements.  BPL is also partnering with the Bentonville High 
School Ignite Program to work with construction-tract students for CAD design and installation experience.   
 
Our Library Advisory Board supports the project; members are especially excited about plans to unveil our first 
StoryWalk® in conjunction with Bentonville’s Third Annual Youth Literature Festival scheduled for April 29, 
2017.  BPL’s debut StoryWalk® book is ‘One Dog Canoe’ by Mary Casanova, illustrated by Bentonville’s own, 
Ard Hoyt (both Casanova and Hoyt are participating in this year’s festival). 
 
We anticipate that BPL’s StoryWalk® at Train Station Park will enrich our community by inviting and engaging 
visitors to the area, promote our city’s cultural values and encourage appreciation for the written word and art 
illustrations in children’s literature.  Because the park is located in Bentonville’s Art District, it is the natural 
choice for Bentonville Public Library’s StoryWalk.®  Thank you for considering this opportunity to celebrate 
literacy and creativity at Train Station Park.    
 

Sample Illustrations 

 

Approximate Dimensions of Eighteen (18) StoryWalk® Pedestals 
In-ground installation of 4”x4” post: 28” height 

Display platform mounted on 4”x4” post: 22” length x 16” width 

Materials, dimensions, design, placement and installation will reflect the City of Bentonville’s quality and 
maintenance standards. BPL identified a temporary plan to display our first StoryWalk® in April, if necessary.  
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BPL’s first StoryWalk® selection: One Dog Canoe by Mary Casanova and illustrated by Bentonville’s own, Ard 
Hoyt.  The project will be unveiled at Bentonville’s Third Annual Youth Literature Festival on April 29, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of BPL’s StoryWalk® pedestals (18) to be determined in collaboration with Bentonville Parks and 
Recreation Department.  This scenario reflects a progressive path through the middle of the park allowing for 
an organic integration and safer environment.   















 

Bentonville Parks and Recreation  
Ordinance Review – February 27, 2017 

 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL. 

No action needed 

 

ARTICLE II. USE OF PARK PROPERTY 

Sec. 62-31. Dogs.  

(a) No person shall cause or permit any dog owned by him or under his control or custody to 
enter any park where a sign is posted bearing the legend “No Dogs Allowed,” or other words 
to that effect. In parks areas where dogs are permitted, all such dogs shall at all times be 
kept under reasonable control by means of a leash unless in an area designate by the city as 
a “dog run” or “dog park”. This section shall not apply to any dog which is used as a guide 
dog for a blind person, to a signal dog for a deaf, or hard of hearing person, or to a service 
dog for a physically handicapped person. This section shall not apply to dogs used for law 
enforcement purposes by authorized officials.  

Description: 

(a) Adding the term “dog park”, therefore allowing dogs to be off their leash while using a park 
designated for dogs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Section 

Sec. __. Volunteer Screening for Youth Sports Programs in Bentonville Public Parks  

 

Section 1. Sports volunteer background screening policy: 

Sports Volunteer Background Screening Policy. 

A) The City of Bentonville operates numerous recreational facilities in which volunteers and sports 
organizations play a prominent role. The City Council wishes to protect the youth of the city who 
are participants in youth sports programs and organizations sponsored or funded by the city or 
any youth sports organization using a city facility.  

B) The policy set forth within this section shall apply to all volunteers, promoters, board members 
and paid employees who may be in direct contact with youth sports participants for any youth 
sport organization sponsored or funded by the city or any youth sports organization using a city 
facility. Such volunteers must pass a Level 2 Background Check.  

C) All youth sport organizations are required to have all adult volunteers complete a youth sports 
volunteer form authorized by the Parks and Recreation Director including the payment of a fee 
to cover costs of the background screening process.  

D) The City shall utilize a qualified entity to undertake the background screening. The criteria set 
forth above shall be applied to the background screening entity. The background screening 
entity shall undertake the background screening and provide the results to the city. The results 
shall be simply a statement of whether the specific adult volunteer satisfies the criteria or shall 
be excluded by failing to satisfy the criteria set forth above.  

E) The city hereby adopts the standards of the National Recreation and Park Association Guidelines 
for Credentialing Volunteers. The following are criteria for the exclusion of adult volunteers 
including, but not limited to, managers, coaches, or any other volunteer who has direct contact 
with youth sports participants. And “adult” means any person 18 years of age or older. Any 
adult volunteer shall be disqualified from participating as a volunteer of a youth sports 
organization if the person has been found guilty of any one of the crimes set forth below. 
“Guilty” means that person was found guilty following a trial, entered a guilty plea, and entered 
a no contest plea accompanied by finding of guilt regardless of whether there was an 
adjudication of guilt or a withholding of guilt. 

a. All sex offenses regardless of the amount of time since the offense (examples include 
child molestation, rape, sexual assault, sexual battery, sodomy, prostitution, solicitation, 
indecent exposure or similar offenses). 

b. All felony offenses involving violence regardless of the amount of time since the offense 
(examples include murder, manslaughter, aggravated assault, kidnapping, robbery, 
aggravated burglary). 

c. All felony offenses other than violence or sex offenses within the past ten years 
(examples include drug offenses, theft, embezzlement, fraud, child endangerment).  



d. All misdemeanor violence offenses within the past seven years (examples include simple 
assault, battery, domestic violence, hit and run). 

e. All misdemeanor drug and alcohol offenses within the past five years or multiple 
offenses in the past ten years (examples include driving under the influence, simple drug 
possession, drunk and disorderly, public intoxication, possession of drug paraphernalia).  

f. Any other misdemeanor within the past five years that would be considered a potential 
danger to children or is directly to the function of that volunteer (examples include 
contributing to the delinquency of a minor, providing alcohol to minor, theft – if the 
volunteer is to handle money).  

F) Any adult volunteer who has been charged with any of the disqualifying offenses above with 
cases pending court shall not be permitted to volunteer until the official adjudication of the 
case.  

G) The city shall require all adult volunteers to be screened for the above exclusionary criteria once 
a year.  

H) If the determination by the background screening entity utilized by the city is that the adult 
volunteer does not meet the criteria set forth herein, then the city shall provide said notice to 
the youth sports organization and the volunteer shall not be permitted to participate as a 
volunteer in any youth sports organization activity.  

I) All youth sports organizations shall comply with these requirements and shall not permit any 
adult volunteer who has not satisfied the exclusionary criteria to participate in violation of this 
section. Upon receiving results of background screenings from the city, each youth sports 
organization shall notify its participants of all volunteers who have been approved through the 
screening process.  

J) The youths ports organization shall be required to submit an affidavit on a form provided by the 
city certifying the organization will not use any volunteer who has direct contact with youth 
sports participants who has failed the background checks based upon the criteria set forth in 
subsection (c) above. Such affidavit shall be submitted to the Parks and Recreation Director prior 
to any youth sports activity.  

K) Athletic Coaches: In addition to the above requirements, all youth organizations which are 
independent sanctioning authorities, and which have coaches / managers who work either for 
compensation or as a volunteer for a youth athletic team for more than 20 or more hours within 
a calendar year shall provide evidence that a background check of the athletic coach has been 
conducted to determine whether the coach’s name appears on state or federal registries of 
sexual predators and sexual offenders. An “independent sanctioning authority” means a private, 
nongovernmental entity that organizes, operates or coordinates a youth athletic team if the 
team includes one of more minors and is not affiliated with a private school.    

 

 

 



ARTICLE III. BENTONVILLE LAKE 

 

Change title to: 

ARTICLE III. BENTONVILLE PUBLIC LAKES 

 

Sec. 62-61. Unlawful Conduct.  

 

 The following conduct is prohibited and declared unlawful at Bentonville public lakes on and on 
all property surrounding the lake owned by the city:  

(1) Swimming, bathing, water skiing, aquaplaning, operation of any motorized boat, craft, vessel 
or personal watercraft including jet skis, wave jammers, water skis, aquaplanes.  

(2) Open fires (except in the barbecue pots provided by the city), littering, dumping of any 
refuse or trash, possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages or opened alcoholic 
beverage containers, overnight camping or tenting.  

(3) Firearms and explosives and any option of motorized vehicle off access road around the 
lake.  

(4) Any fishing other than bank fishing. – remove this regulation 
(5) Any violation of state game and fish commission regulations  

 

Description:  

Title: Change name of title to reflect that the code covers the management of all lakes within 
operation of City Of Bentonville.  

(1) Add the term motorized to the description therefore allowing non-motorized boats such as 
kayaks and canoes on Bentonville public lakes.  

(4)  Remove the term therefore allowing fishing from non-motorized boats in the lake.  

 

 


	PRAB 02 February 2017 Agenda
	January Meeting Minutes
	2017 Capital Improvements Worksheet - February 2017
	Sheet1

	PAAC application-BPL StoryWalks at Train Station Park
	2017 - Current Parks and Recreation Ordinances
	2017 - Suggested Parks and Recreation Ordinances revisions

